Covered Wagon Byants of Pacolet

By GLEN W. NAVES
Journal Stafl Writer
PACOLET -- Century-span-
ning wheels have rolled be-

twern Pacolet and the West

again, this time bringing joy-
ous reunion.

Descendanis of the Bryant
family, including the Mis-
souri McMillins, finally got
together this week.

Relics and reminisences
flavored their sharing.

The old family Bible's worn
pages were tenderly thumbed
through once more.

Chimes rang from the
music box.

And the Civil War muzzle
ioader was taken down irom
its wall pegs for fascinating
re-examination.

Time turned back 100 years
as members of the Pacolet
and Cape Girardeau, Mo.,
clans met for the f{irst lime.
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VISITING THE Bryants
here from Cape Girardeau
were Mrs. Amos McMillin,
her daughter, Mrs. Colleta
Pinkerton and two grand-
daughters, Brenda Pinkerton,
12, and Dona Sue Pinkerton,

10. :

- They came by automobiie.

Their ancestors made the
Pacolet-Missouri trip im 12
wagons just before the War
Between the States broke
out.

Mrs. McMillin, the former
Miss Maggif? Bl'yllt. 15 a di'
rect descendant of the pioneer
“covered wagon” Pacolet
Brvants who made the long
trek West.

The Spartanburg Journal
played a part in bringing the
Bryant descendants together.
in the eariv fall of 1957 The
Journal published Mrs. "Mc-
Millin’s letter sent from Cape
Girardeau and requesting in-
formation concerming her kin.
The query was read with ex-
citement and delight in the
200-year-old  Bryant {arm-
house near Pacolet. One of
the readers was Mrs Fred
Manus, a Bryant descendant.
She telephoned Mrs. McMillin
The long-iost thread of Kkin-
folks and their whereabouts
was picked-up. It has since
been woven into a tapestry
of treasured experiences. Let-
ters flowed thick and fast
between here and Cape Gir-
ardean. In 1957, Mr. and Mrs.
Manls journeyed there to



McMillins. But the reunion

here this week was the first °

for most members of the fam-
1y
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THIS HAS BEEN an excit-
ing and busy experience for
all of them

Mrs. McMillin saw the
?(f:ean for the first time in her
ife.

The Rev. James Bryant,
pastor of Hopewell Baplist
Church at Blacksburg in Cher-
okee County, and Mrs Bryant
drove her and her Missouri
party to Myrtle Beach.

“The Atlantic is a big riv-
er,” Mrs. McMillin exclaim-
ed.
Previousiv, the largest hody
of witer she had seen is the
Mississippi River,

Mr. and Mrs Manus drove
the vicitors to Kings Mouo-
.ain Battleground f{or a tour
of the tamous Revolutionary
War batiiefield.
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_THERE'S GOING to be
another reunion soom. It will
be held in Cape Girardeau
Sunday, Aug. 18 The Rev.
and Mrs. Bryant are planning

hereabouts will also be pres.
ent.

Mrs. McMillin's husband
stil bas to meet the Pacolet
area Bryants. He remained
behind in Missouri o '‘take
care of things.”

His gray-haired, smili
wife proudly toid a Journa
reporter ‘‘we've had a long
and husy and good life. Amos
and 1 raised 26 children Ten
were our own. The rest were
orphans. We farmed 500 acres
until three yecars ago when
we moved into town. We spent
31 vears on the same farm.”

Laughter and family talk
have resounded from dawn
4l far into the night all this
week in the house Reuben
Bryant built around 133 years
ago on the Pacolet Mills-
Pacole( Station Road.

Treasures and memories of
long ago hallow the pegs-fast-
sned log structure, enlarged
through 'the vears [rom four
to 10 rooms.

Among them is the family
Bible Reuben Bryant bought
in Columbia Oct. 10, 1833, ae-
cording to a notation on ose
of its pages. Entries in

s

1o atteod. Indications are'that: - old-fashioned  seript;’ recerd
others of the Bryants frem  marriages. births, deaths and
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t data. They include
R n's birth date, Oct. 10.
1803; his two marriages, the
first to Polly Bryant Oct. 12,
11826, and the second 1o Joan-
. #a Bryant Aug. 8 1369
F - » L ]

THE FAMILY musie bex,
a rare heirloom housed n a
polished chest, still chimes
out '« 12 tunes, including ex-
cerpts from Carmen, The Mik-
ade and The Merry Wives of
Windsor.

Reuben Bryant's leng muz-
sle-loading rifle which spat
flame from his hends on

~ Civii  War Dattlefields s
soother ol the family's treas-
ures.
~ The many old documents
cherished by the Bryants in-
clude his sworn statement of
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- GMNDSON REUBEN BRYANT and Helen Bryant (center) and Vickie Bry-
%M granddaughters, pose before the old Bryant home in Pacolet Com-
s it i

-



Bryant Family Reunlfed
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lost long ago in the dusty

trall of wagon wheels rolling West have just been re-

xicied by hagppy voices ov
hnv and Missourl

Today,

the Bryant clan in this

i telephone wires hetween

communlty was

ereating & new roster of its multi-generations kin.

A Jouranal rews arlicle
Wecnesdsy spenned two centuries
anc hwough! ibe Pacolet and Cape
Siradeaus, Mo, branches of the
Nrysrix together. It publicized the
recuest »’ Mrs Maggie McMullin,

‘na farmaes Mise Maggie Bryant,
foc descendan s in  Spartanburg
Courty tn contact her at Cape

Girardeau and if possible to at-|
tenc the fywuy reunicm there.
Hore, fn he nearly 200-year-old
house of Reiben Bryant om Pac-
olet 1/ilis-F' acolet Station Road, the
article “bie pay dirt.” Grand and
greai-grandciildren read it de
lightedly - One of thera. Mrs. Fred
Manus, telsphoned Mrs. McMullin,
Excitement nnd bhappiness have
kept the Bivanis bubbling

g W .
arged through the years from
four to 1¢ Toons,

One Is the family Bible pur-

echased by Eeuben Bryant im Co-

lumbia Oct. 10, 1833. Ifs worn
pages record in neat, old-fashion-
ed script marrizges, births, deaths

last|™

|Mrs. Manus, Will, Frank, Furman,
lReuben. Charles ‘and Fdgar Bry-
{, all of this immediate section,
|lnd the Rev. James Bryant, Bap-
tist minister of Monroe, N C.
Numerous great and great-great
!grandchildren carry on the Bryant

{name hereabout:'.

| Bryants making the 13 covered
wagon journey from this section
to Missouri before the War Be-
tween The States were Chester,
'Richard and”George, all brotfiers
of Reuben and their [amilies.
Other Pacolet pioneers joined the
caravan for the long journey.

Bryants, picked up the threads
with her letter asking The Journal
to help locate Spartanburg Coun-
ty Bryants.

e never dreamed there were
so many of us until T telephoned
Mrs, McMuilin in Cape Girardeau

and other Ja‘a, FEntries include and we began romparing notes
Reubhen's hirth date, Oct. 10, 1803 Pane chanking nerran

his two marriagesthe first to'said.

Polly Bryant Oct. 12, 1826, and his .
second to Jasnna Bryant Aug. 8.
1868, also Poliv's birth date,!
Aug. 16, 1827 > ‘

The old femily music box, al
rare heirloon boused in a polish-
ed chest, still chimes out its 12,
tunes, including excerpts from’
Carmen., The Mikado and The
Merry Wives of Windsor.

Reuben Bryaot's long rifle, a,
muzzle-loader which spat lead and!
flame upon Civil War hattlefields, |
fs cnother of manv chenshed]
relics. [

Others include ihe Qct. 16, 1701}
deed in which John Bryamt eon-|
veyed land to his son, Reuben:|
U.S. Postmaster General Aaron|
Brown's June 29, 1857-dated com- |
mission {o Reuben as postmaster,
of Briantville as the cdimmunity
was then known. His Aug. 12, 1865
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Spartanburg District notary public
commission was signed Gov,
William H. Gist. Another was

signatured by Gov. Robert K.
Ecott and dated Feb. 8, 1888

The old post office was located
in what is now the bathroom of|
the restored house. }

Another document s Reuben’s
sworn statement of Aug. 12, 186S
to free his siaves,

The eoriginal log-walled rooms f
two upstairs’ and two down, form! _°

;Reuben Eryam. %

GREAT-GRANDSON
~~~~~~ T aca g miav "H"i Civu

War muzzle loader.
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GREAT-GRANDDAUGHTERS Helen (left) and.
Vicki Bryent display the portralt of Pacolet Pioneer

the core of the present 10 rooms|
eccupied by Mrs. Maous, a grand-!
daughter, and her husband. her:
mother, Mrs. Minnie Bryant, g2,/
and 2 grandson, Reuben, who was
Bamed for the original builder,

Surviving  grandchildres

i
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