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Major League Baseball Career of Pacolet Native George Banks 



2 

Introduction 

I have been asked by Bob Owens and Billy Gossett  to post additional information about 
the career of  Pacolet native George Banks, who played in the Major Leagues. They fur-
nished me with newspaper clippings and other memorabilia about George to use in this 
story. Putting together this story was sometimes a sad and nostalgic experience for me. 
Around 1950, George and I played together on probably the first Little League team in 
Pacolet. George played third base and I played shortstop. Our coach was the legendary 
Peewee Lambert. Pee Wee had just started to work for the Mill Company as Youth Di-
rector and was a recent graduate of Wofford College.  Pee Wee was also a talented catch-
er for the Pacolet Mills Trojans baseball team. When George and I were having between 
innings conversations during the hot summers at the old baseball field neither of us in our 
wildest imagination could ever have predicted this story. The idea that more than 70 
years in the future I would be putting a story on something called the Internet about 
his future Major League Baseball Career would have been like science fiction. I'm very 
happy to help keep George's memory alive and thanks to Bob and Billy for giving me this 
information. 

George’s Career Timeline 

Signed with the New York Yankees in 1957 - Played two years in the minor leagues with 
their farm teams.  

Traded to the Minnesota Twins in 1961. Played on their Major League team and on their 
farm teams.  

Traded to the Cleveland Indians in 1964.  Played on their Major League team and their 
farm teams.  

Retired from baseball in 1967.  

See more about Pacolet Mills Baseball.  

See more about Pacolet and Spartanburg players in the Major Leagues. 

See more photos of George Banks. 
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In July, 1957 George signed with the New York Yankees. 
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 In 1961, George was traded to the Minnesota Twins. 
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In 1964, George was traded to the Cleveland Indians. 
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The Following information is from  a page by Artist Nicholas who did George’s portrait 
on page 1 for the Twins. 
 
About George Banks  Outfielder - Third Baseman 
 
Height: 5 feet, 11 inches                                                           Bats and Throws Right Handed 
Weight: 185 pounds                                                                  Married 
Born: Pacolet Mills, SC (9/24/1938) 
 
A highly valued member of the Twins last year was the baby-faced pleasantly drawling 
textile - mill worker. He was a productive long - ball threat as a pinch hitter and filled in 
nicely as a utility third baseman and outfielder. Purchased from the Yankees organization 
for the $25,000 draft price in December, 1961, George seemed to delight in tormenting 
New York pitchers, hitting .412 in 12 games against them. In 1961, he led the Eastern 
League in homers and runs batted in and topped all of the third baseman in fielding per-
centage and double play making. This earned him All - Star recognition. In 1958, he paced 
the Florida State League in triples and runs batted in. 
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  In  1967 George retired from Major League Baseball. 
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In November, 1958 George’s parents received this letter from  Topps. 
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Tragically, George contracted  Lou Gehrig's disease, also known as amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) while still young. He passed away in 1985. 
Ironically, this disease is named after the  famous New York Yankees first 
baseman who also died from this disease in 1941. 
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Return to Pacolet Mills Baseball 

Return to the Pacolet Memories  Home Page 
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