GEORGE DBDANKS

Major League Baseball Career of Pacolet Native George Banks




Introduction

I have been asked by Bob Owens and Billy Gossett to post additional information about
the career of Pacolet native George Banks, who played in the Major Leagues. They fur-
nished me with newspaper clippings and other memorabilia about George to use in this
story. Putting together this story was sometimes a sad and nostalgic experience for me.
Around 1950, George and I played together on probably the first Little League team in
Pacolet. George played third base and I played shortstop. Our coach was the legendary
Peewee Lambert. Pee Wee had just started to work for the Mill Company as Youth Di-
rector and was a recent graduate of Wofford College. Pee Wee was also a talented catch-
er for the Pacolet Mills Trojans baseball team. When George and I were having between
innings conversations during the hot summers at the old baseball field neither of us in our
wildest imagination could ever have predicted this story. The idea that more than 70
years in the future I would be putting a story on something called the Internet about
his future Major League Baseball Career would have been like science fiction. I'm very

happy to help keep George's memory alive and thanks to Bob and Billy for giving me this
information.

George’s Career Timeline

Signed with the New York Yankees in 1957 - Played two years in the minor leagues with
their farm teams.

Traded to the Minnesota Twins in 1961. Played on their Major League team and on their
farm teams.

Traded to the Cleveland Indians in 1964. Played on their Major League team and their
farm teams.

Retired from baseball in 1967.

See more about Pacolet Mills Baseball.

See more about Pacolet and Spartanburg players in the Major Leagues.

See more photos of George Banks.
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

George Edward Banks (September 24, 1938 — March 1, 1985) was an American
professional baseball player. He was a prolific home run hitter in minor league baseball,
smashing 223 homers!'! over an 11-year career in the minors. A third baseman and
outfielder, he played 106 games of Major League Baseball during all or parts of five
seasons (1962-1966) for the Minnesota Twins and Cleveland Indians. Banks threw and
batted right-handed, stood 5 feet 11 inches (1.80 m) tall and weighed 185 pounds

(84 kg).

Banks was born in Pacolet Mills, South Carolina. He signed originally with the New York
Yankees in 1957, and made it only to the Eastern League in the Bombers' system. But
after back-to-back minor league seasons in which he hit 29 and 30 home runs, Banks
was chosen by the Twins in the 1961 Rule 5 draft and spent the entire 1962 campaign
on the Twins' MLB roster. He appeared in 63 games during his rookie season, and
batted .252 with four home runs and 15 runs batted in. [t was his only full campaign in
the Major Leagues. In June 1964 he was part of a key trade, when the Twins sent
Banks and pitcher Lee Stange to the Indians for right-handed pitcher Mudcat Grant;
Grant would win 21 games and lead the Twins to the 1965 American League
championship. Banks played in only 17 games for Cleveland over parts of three

Read Edit

View history

George Banks
Third baseman / Outfielder

Born: September 24, 1938
Pacolet Mills, South Carolina, U.S.

Died: March 1, 1985 (aged 46)
Spartanburg, South Carolina, U.S.

Batted: Right Threw: Right
MLB debut
April 15, 1962, for the Minnesota Twins
Last MLB appearance
May 7, 1966, for the Cleveland Indians
MLE statistics
Batting average | 219
Home runs | 9
Runs batted in . 27
Teams

« Minnesota Twins (1962-1964)
« Cleveland Indians (1964-1966)

seasons, and spent most of the rest of his career in the minors at the Triple-A level. He retired after the 1968 campaign.

George Banks died at age 46 of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS or Lou Gehrig's Disease). Athletic fields in his native town of

Pacolet are named in his memory.[?]
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In July, 1957 George signed with the New York Yankees.

by Jimmy Crowe~~
Banks May Pick A Team This Week

Prcolet High shortstop George Banks was graduated
Motday night and from this point on he ia falr game
for all the major loop scouts that have heen dotting
tiie ball parks sinee his sophomore year on Lhe field.

Three scouts have appointments with the Pacolet
ace this week and dhe first s expeeted Lo call this
aflernoon, The Boston Red Sox, Pitisburgh Pirales
and New York Yankees have representatives here
that are definiiely Interested in the 300-plus slugger.

When asked for his preference bebtween the three
clubs Monday afternoon, Banks all but ruled out the
yankees, "I would like to play with the New York
club, but I would be farmed oul for a number of years
and It would Lake quite a while Lo reach the top,

o think my best chanee for an early lop spet
wauld he with the Red Sox or Pirales. 1 should he
able (o go up [aster with elther of these clubs than
with the Yanks" ‘Banks bsn't interested in college
al the present time—only in professional baseball,

Banks broke into the starting Hueup at Pacolet while in
the eighthh grade and has letlered all five years, He,
Iit better than 300 in his freshiman year and has heen|
under this murk only one season in his coreer. He
dropped ta 250 in 1955 bub came back with a 515 last
EEASON,

The Pacolet shortstop elmaxed his brlliiant high
schaol ecareer with better than a 500 mark this seazon
and led his team to the runner-up slot for the Upper-
State Class B champlonship.

Scouts Wait While Star Fishes

Whose on [lrst? That might well be the queation
nver In Pacolet these days where aeveral major league
genuls are woolng talented shorlstop George Banks with
offers of cash and a future for his name on a contract

Banks {5 the hard-hitling Pacolel star who
graduated from high school last Menday night,
Scouts have becn following his play in prep and
sandlol games for the past three years and the zero
hour found many of them at his doorstep.

What did Qeorge do? The youngster went fishing,
leaving most of the talent hDunters in a quandary.

e Of the clubs seeking his services Boston Red
© 8Sox Scout Mace Brown and Pittsburg scout Tuck
© MeConnell pald him visits Tuesday evening, A Dil-
waukee scout ealled on the phone while they were
- there and set up an appointment for yesterday,
Several other seouts were reported to have talkhed to
Banks and his father since the graduation exercises,
With all this excltement George and some friends
went fiahing while his father, Lee, handled the busliness
enrlls.

The elder Banks told the Herald that it would "be a
few doys before we know anything, George wanis ta
play pro ball bul he has been confused by all of the
geonts talking to him. It 18 an imporiant polnt in hiz
1ife nnd we want bhim to do the right thlng, an we'll take
aur thme on making a deciston”

NEWEST YAMNKEE . , . Gea
High shortstop, is shown sig

making him the newest member of the Mew York Yonkee
organization. Looking aver his shoulder is Yankee Scout
Ted Petoskey, former University of South Carolina dia-

mand coach. (Photo by B&R

Pacolet Shortstop |

Inks Yan

By JIM FOSTER
i IMerald Sports Ediler

Gieorge Banks, the sensnlional
shortstop with the Pacolet High
pine this season, has cast his lot
with the New York Yankees alier
severnl weeks of indeclslon and
woolng by numerous major league
clubg,

Banks, an 18-year-old 170-pound-
er, signed o contract with Yankee
neout  Ted Peloskey yesterday,
Immedintely after signing he ne-
companted Petoskey to Sparing-
burg where he purchosed shoes
and other equipment in propars-
tlon for his professional career.

The yvoung power hiltter will leave
Friday for Kenrney, Nebraska
where he will play on the Yan-
kees' farm team in the Nebraska
Reokle Lengue,

_duly 11, 1957

rge Banks, standout Pacolet
ring his nome to a contract

Studio.)

kee Pact

He received a bowus Tor signing
but the ameunt, as cuslomary, was
not announced, 1t was belleved
ta be pear the $4,000 mark which
Is the maximum a player can re-
celve and still. play in the minor
leagues,

Tha signing took place at hla,
home 8t Pacolet with his father
and mother, Me, and Mrs. Lee
Baoks of & Fleming Street, leok-
Ing on,

Banks, a good fleld, good hi
shoristep, may be converied to
third base with the Kearney club,

He batted over 500 for Padolel
High and was hittlng approximate-
Iy the sambe ellp with the Pecolet
team In the Spartanburg County
League through Tuesdasy's gome.

He Js a home gun hilter with
a lobt of promise,

“Wea are very happy to get Banks
In  our organlzailen,” Peloskey
soid, “He is o fine prospect and
we know he will do well,"”

Petoskey revedled he has been|
watching Banks for mote than a
vear. "We like everything about
him,'" be sald, “Flrst of wll he's
a fine, cleon-cut kid, and second-
Iy he's a good boscball player.'

Banks said he was theilled (o
be going with the Ynankee orgonk-
wtlon.  “All my lfe I've wantbed
'an play for the Yankees," he sald,
' Now If T work hard and play good
I may gel a chanee.™

., ot s das ca PRy P
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Heavy Hitting Banks
{Turns Into “Sleeper”

By SONNY SMITH
Herald Sports VWriler

The New-York sceuting ergani-
zation, raled ome of the best in
the business, has uncovered a
Yglpeper” in George Banks, late
of Paeolet,

Yankee scout Ted Peloskey
signed the youth recently and dis-
patched him to Kearney, Neh., in
the all-rookie Nebraska State
League. '

Banks collected a pinch singla
|lon Bhis first plate appearance in
||pro- hall.  Shartly afterwards, he
|inereazed his total to three safe-
tlez in eight swings.

Now reports reach us that he's
Falting at a .400 elip and filling
in al second for the [ourth-place
Liltle Yankees, Afler a four of
duty at the keystone, he will get
lreguiar employment at third base.
| Two avea baseball players found
all-star game competition to their i i
liking. Bobby Hazel of Woodraff, .
playing with host Wichita in the GEORGE BANKS
American Association game, went '

one for three as the AliStara tri-r ° " ° Wearing Hilling shoes.
lumphed 5-4. Sammy Taylor, also|
of Wondruff, picked up one for twa'
iin the Southern Assoclation dream

e p——— T

*

ILIIE
Kearney Yoankees
= Bafting Averages |
| o 1] ALT
iK earndy Yankees | Ceors: B )
- AT ; or i
\Baiting Averages | e S 200
i i | Buddy Bur |
|George Banks z,onal Rogor Chaney it
([Norm Kampschror 34| 1pe DiDomenico 241
[|Milt Camnpoe 320 phil Linz 208!
|| Buddy Burgess 200 Leo Dunahm i L35
‘| Roger Cheney 276 Selvyn Preston .158|
|| Joe DiDomenico 209 charlie Parmelee 152 i
;| Leg Dupiham 182  Leonards Ferguson A00}
E; Pn Linz A7 Jin Shardy 063
# |Seluyn Preston ATl Paul Erickson ]
1! Charlie Parmeles 43  f.en Biles Rili]
|| Jiin Shardy JA23)  Dennis Job 00,
| |Paul Erickean 060  ‘Penny Bain 000
“ Len Biles OO0 ‘Gary Wwiley 00|
| Dennis Job 000l Vaughn Shell om0,
Ii Benny Bain : L0 Ken Moursund R
il Leonardo Fergusen 000, 'Al Lindep Jnoh!
§|Gary Wiley 0 Denniz Ballard 000,
Vaughn Shell | 000 Roger Hackelt aoa)
Kén Moursusd Rivi] Home rans-Milt Campo &
£ Lindop 000 Huns batted in-Milt Campo 21, |
| |Roger Hackett i 000 Most hits-Milt Campo 21 |
| |Dennis Ballard REN] nﬁ;t__nlqé::!;i]l Campo 15 L
| " ing a three for four bat. « « 5

. ad hiz average tOK--ﬂ'I'- K pl’-L‘Erc'"
T r Taarney players.)
wives ol .J—:-{JI-L A T

i is fine itting and | %2,
eontinued his {ine thing I




iF BUBBLES BANKS AND MANTLE GET TOGETHER i

Things Will Really Pop

© a large hubble just before taking off to cateh a fly

In Stadium

® George (Bubbles) Banks, St Petersburg
Saints third baseman, may have a method to his
mad gum chewing pace. Chewing tobaceo has been
part and parcel of {he rise o ‘stardom of many
baseball stars. Second b “Nellie Fox of the
Chicago Whife Sox is a notable example,

But Banks, a Yankee farmband, who likes to
hit the long ball (15 homers), has his sights set
higher — on becoming a Mickey Mantle perhaps.
As he contemplates the [uture over a massive hub.
ble while sitling in the dugout, he might be thinking
of this scene (right) in which Mantle is caught with

hit by Chicago White Sox pitcher Bandy Consuegra.
Maybe someday he will become a Yankee and then,
between Banks and Manile, won’t things really pop.




In 1961, George was traded to the Min

nesota Twins.

Twins Grab Pacolet’s

Banks From

TAMPA, Fla. {AP1 — The tal- |I:'E,‘ihl'l'll.‘.nl{.'u.'1'1 only $12.000 esch.the minors in 19,

ent-hungry major leagues drafted
3 miner lesgue baseball plavers
Monday for a record outlay of
SECOU0 in the annesl rald on!
thetr rivals' [arm systems.

The Los Angeles Angels, Minoe-
aota Twins aned Cleveland Indians
epch ook four men and Kansas
Cily, Ballimore, Washington and
e Chicago White Sox each drail-
e three.

Hardesl hil were Lhe sprawling
larm systerns of the New York
|'Vankees and Milwaukee Braves,
each of whom losl six players,
|The Ban Francisce Giants' Farms
were elipped lor four players,

The selections ranged from such
lomiliar names as veteran ouw-
lielder Gino Cimoli, taken by Kan-
fras Cily, to on unknown inficlder-
ontfizlder, Steven Selsky. whess
only proo experience has been in
fan instruetional league. The While
ok picked Selsky Irom the Log,
Angeles Dodgers' Spokane list,

Washingten had the No. 1 pick
land took shortsiop Ken Hamlin as
espeeled, The 26-year-old Hamlin
cust only $23,000 this year, o sharp
mark cdown from the $73.000 (he
Angels had 1o pav lor him last
year in the expansion draft,

OF the 33 plavers selected, 20
were veterans at $25.000 cach, and
15 were firsl-year men who siart-| The Angeles, dipgingfor Lalent,
e playing pro ball in 1961 ‘Thelsnapped up thied baseman Mar-

Frmmmmeme e e = lan Coughtey, 5 206 bilter Al Seal-

te; infielder-outlielder Feliy Tor-
res, who drave in 97 runs for Bul-
falo, amnd Bob Belinsky, a lefl-
harded pitcher with o %10 recoed
at Little Rock.

Moe Drabowsky, a roekie whiz
with the Cubs in 187 was i
cinnati's  only deall,  Ballimere
grabbed Billy Shorl, from  the
i Yonks at Richmond, where he hail
ja -1 record after undergoing an
farm operation, Short onee  wos
rated a sure-fire big leaguer and
(was voted the outstonding lefty in

Last year the majors dealted 23
for SH7.000, and only six of them|w
twere fiest-yvear men.
The ides af the Grstyesr draltiolis, SL Louiz
is to keep the rich clubs Trom handed pitcher .
hoarding telent but mest of (ke '@ 5l Rocheslor,
protect their lop prospects oy oil-

ler, immune from the drail,

lo fill the shortstop vacancy ere-'
ated by the Army call of BEoh
Johpson and the sale of Coot Veal,
the Philadelphia Phillies arabned
Billy Consolo, former Boston Red
Sox SB0,000 berws bahy.

Consele, now 27, hif 281 last
vear al Vancouver, a Milwaokes
farm. The 3Zyear-ald Cimali, a
major leaguer since 1936 played
with Pitlsburgh and  Milwaukee
last season, but was sent lu Van-
eouver in Ocloher.

Minnesota took thicd buseman
George Banks [rom the Yankee
chaln afler he hil 295 with 30
home mms at their Binghamton,
MN.Y., [zrm. The Twins alsa dralt-
e Juln Swango, Tormer Balli-
mave benus mleher from the Yan-
kees' Richmond [arm.  Pilcher
Georges Marandz, who had a -
i record al "Cacoma and infieldor
Johinny Goryl, ex-Cub who hil 30
ai Omaha, alsa went Lo the Twins,

O The twe new clubs in the Na- right-hancled
vancing them o a big league ros Uonal Leapue, the Houwston Colie
rand New Yoark Mets, cach was al-
Aller Washington {ook Hamlin lowed lo take Lwo velerans at $25,-

GEQRGE BANKS SHOWN IN ACTION
] Pi_c_i 3 pt!c__ln_G!_egnsburn Uniferm

Yankees

(a0 each after Lhe other elubs had

Amgng Cleveland's four drafiees| Fnisled,
25 ex-White Sux pitcher Don Ttu-
finlph, an 10 winper

The Colts iirafted lel-handed
al Indianap-|pitcher Desn Store, formerly with
took only right-Washinglon, and vutliekler John-

Tolm Asiderson, 14-Iny Weekly from lhe Ghianls' or-

izanization. The ¥ets selected Lo
pitchers,  Charles
tBahl Moorhead  from Indian-
apelis and Aubrey Gatewood from
Dallas,
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The First One Is Sweet
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Minneapalis Tribume Photo by John Crr
Twin heroes (1-r) Harmon Killebrew, Jim Kaat, George Bank:




5 4 v LA : A k - hs.c_ic!abn'd Fres:

BUT NOT JIM—Four of the stars of the Minnesota Twins . left, lefthanded pitching ace of the Twins. Campaign work
cget in: some- hot eampaigning for mayor of Wyoming—. ers and fellow Twins are George Banks, John Goryl an
Michigan, that is. Actually, Lawrence Kaat, of Wyoming, = Bob Allison, reading from 1eft in back row. Kaat starte:
isthe candidate and sent the card to nephew Jim Kaat,  for the Twins yeésterday, allowed two runs, Nats won, 3
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George Bonks, Pacolets MNo. 1 baseboll embaossadaor, busily signs autographs

for his young fans at the Kiwanis Baseboll Banguet ot Memorial Auditorium
hers Thursdoy night. The young utility player with the Minnesota Twins was one
of six octive major league basebell players who ottended.  Billy O'Dell of the

Gionts was the speakar. More pictures and complete details can be tound on Page
23.

o £5] s e

Rookie George Banks dives to malke grab of line drive.

10




1962 MINNESOTA TWINS 1962

Top Row: Harmon Killebrew, of; Georges Maranda, p; Jim Keat, p; Camile Pescual, p; Earl Battey, ¢; Dick Stigman, p;
Hal Naragaen, ¢; Jerry Zimmerman, c. J \

Third Row: George Banks, if; Vic Power, if; Lee Stange, p; Bill Tuttle, of; Ted Sadowski, p; Bernie Allen, if; Orlando
Martinez, if; Bob Allison, of; Jack Kralick, p; Rich Rollins, if; Don Lee, p; Ray Moore, p-

Second Row: Howard Fox, traveling secretary; Ed FitzGerald, coach; Floyd Baker, coach; Gordon Maltzberger, coach;
Sam Mele, manager; George Strickland, coach; Zoilo Versalles, if; George lentz, trainer; Lenny Green, of.

Fronl Row: Ray Crump, equipment manager; Johnny Goryl, if; Peter King, ballboy; Mike Meuleners, batbay; Richard
King, ballboy; Joe Bonikowski, p.

SN TR Mn,\b( : L?k%\lf’s :

11
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' PHILLIES' ALEX JOHINSON ARRIVES AT 3D TO® LATE
o -« Twins’ Banks sets for tng as Coach Lowrey watehes

Speirg 'Tﬁﬂ:‘y.‘u?
f)’.’-‘ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁcfﬂ fee, vs
Oeland. tleeidi
Macech 1463

12




Twins Thank Lucky
Stars for Banks’ Blg

Bat Versatﬂe Glmre

Prexy, {'rlﬂ'ulh Nuu:u J'l‘a]k of Tra:i:ug 0ff- "61 Drniteu
chrgr Prun.-.l H’c Can. Illt, Haondle’ 'I'luird ur Pll:kcl. i 'I:-

—— ¢
By ARNO GOETHEL

'.I."r'u"lH CITIE.S '.'-ﬂnrl
From ‘the .way Frﬂldcnl t‘.‘lhEu Grltlith of the Minnésatd Twins. lnunched
his discourse an Georga Hanke, ¥ou'd have thought ke was pultln; l.hu young
third bas :mundu{flc]der and pin:h hitter. cacthe 1.rudr|1kg Ty
“Banks,” GrifliLh began,: "would be, capablnaf fun Ing lums ﬁlher c]ulnr
elther as &, third baserman oc” outflelder. 11 he _had’
l'v!r_v ‘day, ke could become a’real good ]:nl'n:,u!rJ
. - Belare the questlon of. ndrnn Banks :aul:l'
.ruppi[r:d the answer: - L A
“He's of great valua to !.u !beuum ﬁu m \'er.un.llrn -m] h.: can‘ré ;.r
awingéthotl bat, I would; not eonslder. feiting him ga to any olker- 4:1ub,

Banks, M, wea drofied from the
Richmand  (Internatlonal) . rester JnT —
the New York Yankee farm system a |- |-
year ago for $25,000, . Yaokea reports |-
Indicated Banks had “had hands,” o
reputation almast as dnmglng Ter n
ball ployer s Jt would. ba for & eone
eert planist.  Hewever, the réports
;‘lﬁw 1uult‘d mnh- l'vr his . umlir_v ta

t -

“We drnfl:.-d hlm," nhl Grlrrm:
"hacause we ngred ha wnn!i im-
prove on a8 [lelder.™ :

Danke appeared [n 63 games while
the Twins were improving five noteh- ;
&3 [p second place in 1532 He started |-
13 games, Ineluding fen [a right fld,
ezven In I:nfp\@ﬁ sl st 1hn hu-t sear-
nar, E 5

His cther. uppuﬂnm wcrn myom |

Pinch-hitter.

GCearga Ilnppea Fau [Iamrrl :

Tn Ied .al-bats,  Danks collscted 20
hits for 22 tota] baced, had four ham-
- era sod. iwo. triples and 1.Ir|:|-.u 1|1 Ii ;

runa while hililng 252 BECR, o i

“With the glove, he .!r.tcpted 2'5 lutl.l r

chances'and made two wrrors, u-wild i

thriw fram lhlrd and s mll of A1y | .
. bell In right; " i

. Georga pmlbd-rﬂeldh:a avers A0

N rn::hluh wnnl. win tnr Gnld G-1trvt

; {‘rﬂ'r anid: but the; doss’ uw-juh "Ha [
ets- the ball: and, iJ'm:-\l'l TigToad’ out. |’
& toesn't Tet- the-ball et pask nkn'
., Banks’ pertormed almblatly, (o Fight! o n:lmitf“’thry mflﬁ.u._b
ﬂ id, ‘elfectively and: ungncgjut.ry'ln pend ::nn t:li'“nnpfﬂ@thgu
] Maj.' 25.getnd at Chlca gal-|  farm fanﬁ‘ﬂqtgm{-’
- Jopddgrene distanfes. tn %:'Ih‘dlfeo- "-“""“13 hﬂ'l “45915'51"'“““1' ta! -,]!im
~*'tiond “to"haul Jdiven driv: by Nelllo
Fm: u.nd Al Smth =1

o hallthe: dralt rt:g
"ﬁ'ﬁ,}n..uub,'ﬁqnt \Eg_d 3‘“ [q_l

thAbnfes iy fedt | Ii m.' 3“1‘.1 d:lroip’ :

o Hpped, fi H‘i,; ﬁ.aﬁruﬁ% ﬁd@;}gfﬁ%
TAREFE q
{lhe ] - Hnnkhio ¥a
Tn:rﬂ mm:ﬁumdtw&'“ Pni:kp:h!t?hn';
mk ¥ 7 e
e W : :IHS%

; it

ntn.tu Bt “E. M_g:lli‘:'f.'"
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y ARNO GOETHEL-
" ORLANDO, FLA.—Tough Banks tagged minth - place

'ébéat

in George Banks,

unimpressive .182 club,

“drawling Minnesota Twins'| ) champion

s

06 g%ina r\avlizl; EIEEIEET?J?; G:ln RNA tatebl U8 BRCH;

gn Cicso, a 47 periormer with

The other three homers,

however, were hit against| I believe I can be a better

These three gentlemen com-|You came o the plate in the .
rised 75 per cent of the
Emer!can Jeague's 20-game|¥you hit @ homerun, you knew

' ﬂle {est: of
At Eest ‘.‘r'f:eu Gning’d ‘Ihugh t&two swing.

bécausa thu pltcher: have bet-

It was the same way with ‘ter cnnlroi Su _wu get more: i
i Stafl Writer his batting average. |pitches to Swing at."”

ﬁ'IE'E
mpetition brlngs out the Kansas City pitching for an tﬂ'l%fh ChE“EI‘tEEE all hig h:i'gg.-;

The baby-faced, pleasnntly
Against the lea, ‘th.kleadmg, a Little I.cague all-star short:

nkees, |
y,nutftelder third basemaniy Co o failed away i?rﬁe i‘gawms w*-‘]?;'r-?ﬂ gtliilij'fng
youngster of ' 12, he was jns
A “i}'ea{hﬂlﬂ ngfhthanged vited to ‘play with the: s"shll
: : hitler and thrower from Pa- team, composed of -
oy olet WIS, 5: G, EBuks 3833 [neiy S pemes o, 100 Bven

" Dick Donovan, Ralph Terry hitter in the major leagues |y reilaq than 1 was with kids |
and Ray Herbert. than I was in the minors, I my own age” he recalled,!

minors affer the man before to ba better.”

u ers, The other was Ca-|the next pitch was coming|simcd with the New York
Pascyal, who is — of right at you. They can't 9|yankee -organization for a
nﬁm;sa— ' .teammate on|that up here.: . $L750 .bonus. For, five: frus. ||
“wasn't: put to| - “In the’ majors; 'all -the |lrating Years, e Atha buried |

eorge’s authori-|pitches are around the plate|the Yankce systern, . :

“T—=.|he was drafted by th¢ Twins
fDl' £25 000,

anks | has .risen fo

He bmke into the game as

“I was better with the old-|

‘In a case like that, you have
After high school, Ban k 3

Then, in December of 1961, |

* When he mparl-zd to spring

~ Likes Tough "Competition

Banks likes hming nnjnr league pitching. He firm-

{raining with ‘the Twins in|,
1062, the third base situatidn
{was a maize. Banks had no
ione individual to;challenge,

I"iNaw, however, Ha. knows Te

doing bécause he hit better than .300 at Binghamion,!

N, Y. in 1961 including 30 home runs and 108 runs baited e
: the $25,000 to admltled Rich had a goo
in. On thdl performignce the Twins pald the & . e doth A a Eﬁag.

en the chance, he can hit better in the has to beat a ‘toush . com-
Iy beligves, glyen lhetm:u All-Star third base.

That uld take some
majors th.:l.n ITI the minurs al ‘wWo J 'Il'{ﬂt! .ﬂlﬂ'h Ro"jns

It will be tough, ”‘E';a nks

draft him away from the Yankees,

Banks’ philosophy is sound. “If you came to the
plate in the minors after the man ahead of you had
hit-a home run, you knew the next pitch was
coming right at you,'” he | said, “They can't do
that up here and get away with it foo much.”

“In the majors, @ll the pliches are around the
plate because the pitchers have better control. So
vou get more pitches to swing at”

Records of his first year in the majors bepr gut
that ke does betier agalnst better competition.

Three of his four homers were hit against

Cleveland’s Diek Donovan, New i York's Ralph

Terry and Chiedago’s’ Ray Herbert. These (hree

hurlers -had 75 percent of the American League's |

20-game winnets last season. Camilo Paschal, the
other 20-game winner, was Banks’ teammate and

did not have to test his 'arm against the youngster. -

Banks hit unly 2192 agaimst the ninth-place Kansas
City Athletics: But he rapped the piiching of the W{Jrlci|
Champion New York Yankees at a hot .212 pace.

ball player, But I' fecl Bétter|
this” vedr than I did' a vear!

.ago. T miight have been press- |
ing too hard 1a5t year: I jost
thope Foan get started," 100

Banks: could’ be ;:n!led the
S&m - Snead ‘of baseball: His
]:uc‘ture swlng mmes n::tural

.

Yl've had only t.".-.rn tL]JS un
how ‘to " hit," he said: “Oue!
fella’ 1old me to hit the ball
six inches to'a foot In front of|
the plate. Another fella told
me to get up there and feel:
comfortable and wait until T
gel my piteh, o

“When' T, uas homg ﬁur[ng
winter, 111%[1,- gthool coaches|
asked me. 1o explain’ my h.Et-
ting"style. I couldnit do it i
told them to-watefi me.*That's
tlael nn];,' way 1 could ex: 1
gmtajn,"} i
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For ‘Minnésota Twms

" Pacolet's

‘Banks

Seorge

May Have Starting Slot™

ST. PAUL-MINNEAPOLIS 17—
A disheartzning comedown from
‘American League All-Star third
‘baserman_ to bench warmer and|
pinc.h hitter could he the disinal|
'prospect facing Mindesota's Rich
Rollips.

The main resson lrangely
enough, is not the broken jaw:
bone Rich sufferad when struck
h}r a piteh from Detroit’s Paul
'Fn}rtack in last.Sunday’s’ exhibi-
tlon finale,

1t is the presence on the Twins

er the 1961 season.
from Pacolet; 5. C.

clouted a tweriin homer Wadnes-
day that helped the Twins lb'a
53 viclory over Cleveland.
" That, was his first hit
mmp————r 7

after

taking over for Rollins when Fich
was sidelined from Tuesday’s sea-
son openér by the. broken jaw.
Banks can hif. No less an al:
thority than Ted Williams will-at-
test to that. Williams enee told
Twins Manager Sam Melé; "The
Red Sox wanted Banks lﬂ'“&]iﬂj‘
[ peg him 88 a real good hitter.”

A weak arm has been hls big:
gels h:md{r:an. but reserve oul
|field dui.y spelling: Harmon. Jille-|.
{brew ahd ‘Bob . Allison last year

roster of George DBanks; the for-|
meér New York YVankee fa.rn:ha.nd
]"'ﬂm'iuota drafted for £25,000 afls
Baiks hails

r Banks didn'l wall long to make,
| |his presence felt in a big way. He i

ipiears fo have sleengtliened it.
e covers well ab third,

Yan]-:ees idrm team a.l: Bmgham
bin, N. Y. [n 1961, 26 at Greens-
birg id 1080 and 17 at Fargo-
Mogrhiead in 1959, so the | power is
there. Last year hP had fatir
hamers in 103 Umes at bal while
hilllng 252 asa Twins resérve,
Banks. didnt gel to play much
in spring training, hecause Mele
—iwas fearful of further- damaging

Rollins' sagging confidence if he |
were benched. So Banks' batting |
eyel was q_nt uw:r]ylgsharp most #ife
[the spring. Il is gélling that u-ay |
‘now. |

“1 was just musmg," he sa:[i
after cracking his 380-foot homer .
Wednesday. - "My timing iz good -
now. It takes something like that
to get yeu started."
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THE END OF A-EINER. Geor
8 Twins third baseman, makes a high-ré
a line drive aff’,'lﬁ?_ﬁ"éi of Kansas

ut TEn- |
Hin the sixth inning of Friday night's'ga 1@# gii‘y
i Watching closely is umpire Nestor Ghylake= Tk Nl‘il tics I8
blanked the Twins 6-0 on the two-hit pitchifig of Ed Rakew. §
St = —AP Wirephoto. &8
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bo._en a good spring ball player,” he
sald_. “Idon’t know what it is, I just
can't seem to get going gond early.
I'm just now beginning ta get in
shape and start coming around.'"

One of the reasons has been the
adjustment to major league pitch-
ing. "“The pitching here is entirely
lel'ferent than what vou see in the
rr}molr league camps. Up here, the
pitching is better and it makes a
better hitter out of you."

_THIS TAKES SOME explaining.
You normally would figure that the
belt-_.':r the pitching, the tougher it is
to hit.  This holds up in a ball game,

S Rt ¥
get everything but vour hitting. You
can concentrate on what you're {ry-
ing o do. In the minor league
camps.”™ he laughed, "you've pot to
be preity loose in there. The balls
are‘liab]e to come al you inside,
outside, up, down, any place. Here
You can concentrate on hitting in-

The infield candidate, speaking 1n
a2 soft Southern drawl, slowly an-
swered, “No, I don't think I'm do-
ing anything different. I'm just try-
Ing to meet the ball. I haven't
changed since T played down here—
I just hit the way I feel natural and

stead of dodging.”

No Big Changes

Banks

Banks Belis
One; Twins
Take a Pair

CHICAGO (AP)—The Minnesota
Twins climbed to within % game
of the American League lead Sun-
/|day by sweeping a doubleheader
from the Chicago White Sox 54
and 86 via the home run route,

George Banks' first homer In
the majors provided the margin
for Jim Kaat's 1i-hit victory and
34 record in the opener. The ZI-
year-old 'top draft choice parked ¥
it into the lower left field deck
in the sixth inning amd scored be-
hind Harmon Killehrew, whe had

singled.
Banks iz from Pacglet, S.C.
Killebrew's Tlth homer, with

two runners aboard, keyed a four- esiess
run =eventh in the nightcap after
the Sax had taken a 63 lead by,

GEORGE BANKE
The FPacolet Twin

| jamming all their runs into the | ———
| fourth, i

Kaat singled home lwo rns
| and Vie Power doubled in another
|in ihe opening Ariumph. Jim
| Landis accounted {for three Sox
'runs with pairs of doubles and
singles in five trips.

The Twins knocked out Juan
| Pizarro in the first two innings of
| the afterpirce, scoring three Tuns.
{ Power's double and Rich Roll-

ins' single accounted for two in
the first, and Killebrew drove in
anather in the third
[Firat game]
MINMESOTA . . CHICAGO
oh rh ki borhbi
Groan ef 4120 s118
Prwer 1 inia 111
Rollins Jb £000 S04
i 3110 4800
1010 HWshb'ger of 4BG0
Zim'rman ¢ 0OBOC. Sk 36 400 0
Bonws rf 33232Fox b 4010
Tuttla o G00Q Leller 4010
Allen Tk 411 0Herhert o 1500
Vartalles 13 4 00 0aCerreon areo
Koot p L0812 Isan @ oooa
ERoeell] 100
Lewn p aoao|
Tatale 235935 Tolals ELERIEE
o—Walked fer Herberr in Trh: b—Hit )
lints feren play for Zenni in Bth_ 1
Minnescle - 0 012 03
Chicogo

E-LC, Sm PO
Chicogs 378, DR—Veris
Power; C. Smith, Fas and Cunn ng.hq.-ml
Fre and Cunninghom, LOB—Minnesain 4
Chicoge 3,

18—Allen, Cunringharm, L
|er. HR—Banky, S5—EBwotred. 5
| iP H ®

hit 16 home
Petersburg and had a .J15 batting
average. He has hit more homers
cvery other full season in which he's

comfortable . . . try to pick a stance
that feels good to me and hit out of
that.”

Megr. Mele said Banks “looks like
a goud prospect. | like the way he
swings the bat and he covers his
ground well. The other day he was
around at shortstop and he
dida't look bad over there.

runs at 5t

1

froling

RN B i

HOW'S THE FINGER. Rackis Seorge Banks, rigﬁf,
checks on the Eniured ﬁnqor of srugger Bab Allison who
had five stifches in his finger removed Monday night.
Allizen was given no hint of when he could return to
the lineup. Meanwhile Banks, drafted from the New
Yark Yankes organization, fills in for the powur{u| Aldli-
| son. Banks is an infielder, but is making good as a fly
| chaser iog ive manager Sam Mele more versatility.

" —5taff Photo by Paul lic
2@ a @
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SATURDAY, JULY &, 1963

—Assnelated Press Wj.repn'a
RANGER ALL-STARS—_These four Rangers head for  Star game. From left are George Banks, Jack McKeon,
“Spokane Monday and the Pacific Coast League’'s All- _ Cesar Tovar and Marv Mecklenburg, ‘

RANGER PITCHER, MANAGER |
ADDED TO ALL-STAR SQUAD |

Marv Mecklenburg, Dallas-Fort Worth's top southpaw, was |
added to the Pacific Coast League All-Star pitching squad
| Friday, the fhird Ranger player to be named to the elite
team.

Mecklenburg (6-3 and 3.03 ERAY will Join Cesar Tovar and
George Banks at Spokane Monday when the All-Stars battle
the hometown Tndians,

Tovar was voted intn the starting lingup in left field while
Banks was named as a reserve infielder on the 21-man squad.
Manager Jzck MreKeon was alse picked 'as a coach for all-
slar manager Grady Hatton,

The Rangers made two players shifts as they prepared fo
send Joe Bonikowski (34) against Sealile's Pefe Smith (7-8)
in a single game at Burnctt Field al 7:30 p. m. Saturdoy,

Chuck Westherspoon, who can play the outfield, first base
and also eateh, was called up from Charloite. In oxchange,
the Rangers sent Catcher Ron Henry to the Seuth Atlantic
League club,
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In 1964, George was traded to the Cleveland Indians.

PICTURE PUZELE---]?(:& BFAVERS

L iy il e - T
m"ﬂfna i
R

TrE—r sl I
k.=|' e 5
e

SN

|

Top Row. eft to right) Rocky Benevento, Willle Tasby, G
Bob Allen, Floyd Weaver, Steve Hargan, Tommy John, Wynu Hawkins,
Steve Balley, Tony Curry; Middle Row—Stubby Jaynes, Dave Tyriver,

Jim Lawrence, Augle Garride, Manager John Lippon, Duke Sims, Tony.

Martinez, Doc Carroll; Front Ruw——chk Curtis, Buddy Booker, Tommy

Agee, Al Luplow, Gordy Lund, Jim Weaver, George Banks, Tony Attansle,
Bruce Jaynes, Jimmy Kotsovos, Cralg Gavin %,

PORTLAND BEAVERS

1366

FRONT ROW SECOND ROW

ROMN CASCISA, Bat Boy
GARY GATTQ, Bat Boy
TONY GATTO, Ball Boy
JIM KQTSOVAS, Clubhouse

BILL NORRIS, Trainer
GEORGE BANKS
BUDDY BOOKER
PAUL DICKEN

JACK SPRING

ROCKY BENEVENTO, Groundskeeper

JOHM BUTLER
GORDON LUND
WVERN FULLER
JOSE VIDAL
JIM WEAVER

THIRD ROW

TOM GRAMLY
DOC EDWARDS
PAT DOBSON
GECRGE CULVER
BOB TIEFENAUER

JOHM LIFCHN, Team Manager
BILLY WILLIAMS, Coach
QSCAR ZAMOCRA

LOU PINIELIA

BILL DAVIS

KEN SOKOLOWSKI

FLOYD WEAVER

BOB HEFFNER

JUNE RAINES

WIL HUDSON, General Manager

COMPLIMENTS
OF

Beaversotens

19



-Sluﬁ' Photo—MNosl Davis
CRACKERS' GEORGE BANKS GETS A BEAR HUG ON WATER COOLER
‘Ne One’s Gelting a Drink but Me,! He Scems to Say on Hot Night at Ponce de Leon

Three OfAKzizé_AH Wmne_zs

LUIS TIANT SAMMCDOWELL ~ GEORGE BANKS
Victorious In Relief Stops Tigers On 4 Hits Assaulis Padre Pltr:hlng

; SUNHORY RESUL
h‘_WRTlAND Jﬂr San Di! D 2k

"l gg"a’rf.ﬁ.”‘ Spoliace T4 [first gamal

CRACKER AVERAGES

ATLANTA AVERAGER
June 10, 1944
AR &

PFLATER H HR BHl Ave,
i-ild“rlm W 16 54 1 18
"W 1" B o6on
“a.!l‘m_:lon P I . T |
Martines. "o B W 0 X
Hungley f e T . -
Weatherspeon % 14 17 3 10
usaek - T S B R |
Hanks A 13 1 %7
Olivares p="% -, F-eM
Jaldensid B o4 s o1 0w
Hellino 34 e s S
TICHER P L ER BR S50 W
Williams A1 178 19 30 )
erritt 42 %5 0 71 53 45
MIEsnG W/ M OW W T4
Raniz 3 1710 N 16 12
Nelsan ik 1 8 1 8 1
Sevinied T 12 12 § IE 32
mino A %8 14 0 12 o9
Foanow B 7 4 12
Bicbler » 9 %0 E 0 0.5
Pac:.flc Coast League - -
WESTERN BIVISION - | H
- 3 B + WL pet. GB
2 _
Partls L
Taeama L
Epukmu -
ealfle »
Hnmd' Iz
GB -
™=
Bh:lllsuma I’.‘:!, 553 3
Indianapolis S1F B
r o ey
Salt Lake Cify AR I
i 351 2%,

Tacema 10, Hawali 4 mund same 3

M Arkansas L1, Salt Lake City 30
:{Jr‘ﬂ Fame 1D In.nlrul. swend waire

|
ﬂ:nl:na-nl i= 5, Iuwtri Il'l: mrnun ¥
A'r Cklahoma Cify 2, Dallas &

By LEO DAVIS -
Searts Writer, The Greponfzn

Reb Banks® third homer of
the day resolved a second-
game stalemate in faver ' of
Portland Sunday as the Beav-
Jers climaxed a riotous alter-
‘|noon. by sweeping & Pacific
{Coast  League doubleheader
from. San Diego's Western Di-
| vision pacesetters. =

Banks" wallop bailed cut ﬂw ;
Bevos, 64, afier Steve Harpan
had humbled the Padres, 13-+
1% with: a- sweet -three-hitter. .
Floyd Weaver, Tourth Portland

{Continued nh-'Pagé...E, Col. 1y
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Banks Leads Angel Bat Rampage

By HY ZIMMERMAN
Times Sports Writer

VANCOUVER, B. C. —
What 2 parlay those Seatiles
made here,

About the time Noel Pic
ard was scoring the winning
goal for the Totems over in
the Foruin last night, George
‘Banks powered a grand-stam
homer for the Angels which
featured a 102 victory over
the Mounties and spoiled
thelr home opener in Capi-
lano Stadium.

The weather already had
done some spoilage, Damp,

e

cold weather held the crowd
te 2,169 fans.

The Angels mounted their
biggest attack of the young
season—I9  hits, three of
themn by Banks, wha also
had two singles and batted
in a total of five runs,

50, IT WAS a laugher, and
in more ways than one, The
Angels got the tying run in
the {ifth tnning when Rene
Lachemann, Mountie caich-
er, forgot how many outs
there were and, after a whiff
by Banks for the second out
of the inning, threw the ball

in a third-out gesture. He
WaS an out short.

Manager Chuck Tanner, a
good  Eraffic cop at  third
base, sent Babky Trewing
home.

Beneficiary of all this was
Clyde Wright, knocked ‘about
hy the Mounties in Seattle’s
home operer. Clyde tethered
the Mounties on three hits,
none of them after the third
inning. He struck out six and
gol away with five walks,
only cne of which turned into
a run.

Tonight, it will be Marty
Pattin (0-0) against the Red-

o

A

~Times photo by Pete Liddall.
GEORGE BAMKS, left, ROUNDED THIRD BASE ON 4THJINNING HOME RUN
Chuck Tanner, Angel manager, grested his right fielder with hand shake

coats’ Bill Edgerton (0-1).

Wright yielded two of his
hits in the first inning to fall
behind, 0. Joe Gaines
opened with 3 single to cen-
ter, gained second on oa
passed ball, third on an in-
fleld out and home an Gerry
Reimer's sacrifice ly.

In the third, Gaines again
scored. He opened with a
walk, hurried to third on
John Donaldson's hit-and-run

+single and scored on Reim-
er's second sacrifice fly.

Meanwhile. Bob  Meyer
was keeping the Angels
grounded, until the fifth,

Then, Bill Murphy hit his
|second double, to center.
Trevine drew one of his
three walks, and both ad-
vanced on @ wild pitch,

An out later, Murphy
scored on Felix Torres'
grounder o short, which Jim
Driscoll booted.

THERE WAS ONLY one

out, thén, before Banks
streck out and Lachemann
miscalculated for the tving
run.. (The catcher probably
caught it in the dressing
roam.)

Chuck Cottier, plaving his
first game at second, then
singled to left for the lead
run.

Vern Handrahan started
the sixih — and wished he
hadn't. With one gut, Wright
singled and was forced by
Murphv. Trevino  walled,
and Ed Kirkpatrick was hit
by & pitch to load the bases.

Chuck WVinson walked to
foree in one run. Then Banks
cashed in with his jackpet
poke, over left center.

Vinson's double and Banks'
single in the eighth inning
got the minth run. Singles by
Chyis Krug and Hector Tor-
regs and Murphy's sacrifice
fly got No. 10 in the ninth.

Defensively, Cottier, as gx-
pected, sparkled at second.
It is a sharp infield with
Chuck in there.

SEATTLE WANCOUVER
(L) nk
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(Times Fooln by Bob Moeeland)

SAINTS STAR IS HURT

Trainer Bernie Smith applies ice pack to arm
of George Banks, Saints third baseman whe was
it by pitehed ball in second inning of game last
night. Banks remained in game but had to have ice
pack applied between innings.

!

1
|

| Horsferd Captures
15¢h As Saints Win

By HARRIS WILLIAMS
(Times Sporls Writer)

Righthander Jim Horsford, wilh the help of a three-run nome
tun by George Barks, gained his 15t victory of the year last night
25 the St. Pelershurg Saints shut out Gainesville 80,

The Puerlo Ricen native gave| ) - g
up anly Tour hits in gaining the ?ﬂ\‘lct:ry over every elub in
win, He kas lost only otice this| In the first Inning Pedro Gon
year, zales singled to become the firs
Banks, a Pacolet Mills, S.C, player in the FSL 1o reach i

product, clubbed his hamer inhis hroght his batling average
the third inping after teammates|ts an even 000,
Art Penoningten ond Manager Horsford had two of the win-
\Tom Hamiiton had welked jt/mers' 10 hits, and Hamilton hed
\was His 1Lt circoit blow of e dably add shigle.
ki iTeuit The Saints scored what provec
year and ran his RB1 total Lo T4, to be the winning run in the
T A a0 DS WHERRE TR e
Yieague ong inning on a single by Hamil
5 wn, a walk, snd a singla by
Tonight the Saints, if Doc Bene- Horsford, Banks added  three
field's tape holds up, lay host|more in the third and singles by
to the Cocea Indisns in the first|Hugo Muskus and Penninglon
af a threa-game series, The sco-| plas an error by Reddy Leftridg
ond will be played Thursday|acded g fifth in the fourth. 5
night and the rubber game Fric

Ted Murry, 06, will go on thelreached first on 2
hill for the first hall champs to-
night.

LONG INJURY LIST

Hamilton, taped himsell from
head-to-toe, hos a long list of in-
juries to consider when making
Lout the lineup. Outficlder-calcher
Walter James has an infected
foot and will be out for bwo or
three days; pitcher Art Heorik-
isen (10-1) has a slipped dise in
tiz back znd wen't be ready for
duty until Friday; pitcher Al Lin-
dop is sulfering from a sere
arm; Banks and Tom Tresh have
weak gokles that hamper their
playing and Jast night leftiicld-
er Charlie Parmelee had lo he
lifted from the game in Lhe
eighth inning because of an an-
Kla injury, Tee extent of the in-
jury was not known immediately.

The victory over the G-men
ran Lhe Saints' heme record to :
383 for the year, It was the frst &

4

100-hit mark for the year, The |

The seoring ended in the sE:uhI" Field !ﬂﬁt F‘&hL 4 :
day afterncon sl 2:30 o'clock, [when Tresh singled, Pmninglvn| pa's Bill Cline. He failed to score, however. Watch-
freider’s | ing

‘

Times Phate by Faal White)
A TARPON HITS THE DURT

... in first fnning of game against Saints at Lang

Sliding safely into third js Tam-

Cline is Saints third baseman George Banks.

(See HORSFORD, Page 2-C) ,—
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By GEORGE PASERO
Journal Sports Editor

It’s great to have George Banks back. There's always
Hope (for the long ohe) when he squares off at the plate,
his body balanced on strong legs and his wide shoulders
level.

His is the kind of bat stance you can recommend to the
Little Leaguers, who have dreams of some day playing in
the major leagues.

And for that matter,
playing with the Bevos isn't
bad.

* ® *

Banks has the good atti-
tude, too.

When Cleveland sent

him down this time, the
Ttibe bosses didn't have to
tell him that he no longer
had a place with the Indi-
ans. *
J He was out of options.
S0 a return to Portland
meant that the Indians were
saying goodbye fo him if
anyone else cared to draft
him next winter. .

It’'s heartbre aking,
we're sure, to have your

dreams of playing with “the ++ » cheers for him
big club” dashed like that.
Some players are so resentful they just “put in time™ FAMILY WELCOME. George Banks, Indians’
with the minor club. We saw a couple give a lot less than rockie infielder, is greeted, ai Hopkins Air-
ieir best when they checked into old: Vaughn Street in port by his wife Delores and daughters,
si[milal’ eircumstances. ; Mona, 3, and Rhonda, 2. Mrs. Banks and
But George came back to Portland to give his best, the children drove to Cleveland to await the
Sure, he was assured by Gabe Paul that if some other arrival of the team.

lub wanted hiﬂl, the Indians would do I'.lDthi.I‘Ig to block Flaln Dealer Photos |Narbert J. Yassinye)
lis acquisition by that team,

| Somehow, though, we think Reb Banks would give his

est for Portland anytime. He always has, And he likes

ur people and our town. . :

I We'te plad that Reb hasn’t given up on himself. He “

should still make it. . .if he gets a chance to play regular-

lyi. ;

23



Delores Banks helps
her hubby, Georce,
pack his bags for trip
to Los %.ng.clt:‘shs.

Danks suys: i was taugnt Wynn's bid is young Mr.| DBanks recalls that his high
to be mean at the plate by Banks, who is happy to ba |school coach James Lambert

my high school coach. I aim ' wearing Twins' flannels.

gave him the advice to be
[“mean up there ali the
time."

| “I learned a lot from Mr.
|Lambert,” said Banks today.
|*"He changed my grip on the
|bat and my stonce. Ewer
since 1've been able to hit |
ithe long hall” |

Banks, signed by the Yan-
'kees for less than 84,000, ad-
'mits he has changed his bat-|
Ming stance several fimes|
|when he was in slumps. “But|
[T always went back to my|
(ald style,' George declares. |
|At Binghampton last year, !
|Geeorge stroked 30 homers, 24
|doubles and 10 triples to draw
| Lhe attention of Twins' scouts.
|He was the No. 1 draft choice
‘of Sherry Robertson, the
| Twing' farm boss.

“Every report on Banks
was good. We wanted him,”
Sherry explains.

] A tailback in foothall, Banks

has a special reason for not
guessing on pitches and ac-
leepting signs from the bench
(ot the coaching lines.

In his first season in pro
ball Banks saw a member of
Ithe Palaka, Fla., team hit in
|the head. He was guessing
| for a eurve ball and couldn't
|du¢1-: out of the way of a fast
ipitch,”” Banks said. The
playver (he can't remember
his name) died from the blow
on the head.

i "“That taught me the big
{lesson. I take my Jook at the
ball," said the voung 23-year-
old slugger who needs three
more homeruns to reach the
century mark.

Banks, because he does
icome io play, doesn’t care
where. “I'l play any posi-
tion,” said the rockie who in
3 of his 5 vears in the minor
leagues drove in more than
100 runs with his mean bat.

Banks, a third baseman,
|was moved inlo the outfield
by Mele when Jim Lemon
was injured. Mele realized
{Banks' potential as a hitter
tand wanied his explosive bat
lin tha linenn  Dav.hrdswe
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“The long: d:litlnutrhﬁphnnu !me cuukled l.nd
, then the voice.on the. other end became. cluru.:
people- here 'had a- big “Welcome Home:
the -ballpark forme; but it still didn't make
- me fesk any betfer,” sald-George Banks, the Pacolet:
_baseBall ntm,n whom l?a‘lwalmrracenuy sent’ to
L : uﬂ.

~ - Bpeaking tl'mn lll!. Toom lt tI:u (‘}pmmu-dura Ilntal
h Portlud Banks exprbased his dlasppointment. over’
being’ irlnuuut from the Cleveland feam: *“Yes, I am

~dlagusted,” he sald, ‘‘You try‘to "do good, apd they
Just .keep . pushing . yom aroum!._lt mnku :rnn ltut
wonﬂuin: i!' its- wnrth lt." e Ve

Glevela.nd useﬁ' BT e lui uptmn on the Ynung ln-
!!alder, nnd glnnut recaﬂ ‘him.-Banks ean be traded;
‘or elae put ‘on-the walver-
Hst. If no ‘other club claims
him ffom the-walver Mst
‘during the winfer, then
the Indians can- reclnim
hlm '

Though Bnnka _Bankia may . he
dugu.sted ‘at having o
:p_ts,x:‘n‘i_-fﬂtﬁnm —the-
Am:ad.-

adhamhﬂment_shnw = In.
Friday—- nilght’s—game.
-agalnst Denver, -Banks-
socked a-home-run;-a-sin-
gle, drove In three runs
and stolée three bases car-
Tying the ™ “league-leading-
Beavers to the win.

“And in a game in Hawall
recently, he got three hits
tor spark another. wln

) "Thou;h I am hlttin:

‘good at ﬁmeu, I'm not really in the groove yet,” he
explained. “By not getting to play regulnrly at Cleve-
land for a month, and becluu of rain-ouis and cold
_weather—here; I~ hay en’t-got my-eyes-irained on the
~ ball” yet_ﬁlanaxer—ﬁ'ﬁn’“ﬂmey mﬁ&w
“‘:I'ilms uf. our gn.me !ast nlih't_s,nd_ wanted —me-io-

: -Bankﬂ—s_thlrd:bmman;_tmm'm'ﬁﬁaﬂ T
batted .279 last year when Portland won the
pennant, Naturally, the Portland fans greeted him
a8 a retufning-"hero when Banks arrived there al-
most two weeks ‘ago.

But for Banks, he still wants. to find a way to be
& major.-league . third: basema.n Not just .another
‘minor league hero. .
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The Following information is from a page by Artist Nicholas who did George’s portrait
on page 1 for the Twins.

About George Banks Outfielder - Third Baseman

Height: S feet, 11 inches Bats and Throws Right Handed
Weight: 185 pounds Married
Born: Pacolet Mills, SC (9/24/1938)

A highly valued member of the Twins last year was the baby-faced pleasantly drawling
textile - mill worker. He was a productive long - ball threat as a pinch hitter and filled in
nicely as a utility third baseman and outfielder. Purchased from the Yankees organization
for the $25,000 draft price in December, 1961, George seemed to delight in tormenting
New York pitchers, hitting .412 in 12 games against them. In 1961, he led the Eastern
League in homers and runs batted in and topped all of the third baseman in fielding per-
centage and double play making. This earned him All - Star recognition. In 1958, he paced
the Florida State League in triples and runs batted in.

Year Club

1957 —-Kenrney LT, a0 3 [ : 22 57
19585 shurg 43 & - 5 ; 109
1959-G - [ 2 -
1959 —F; Yo, = 2 } F GR. 242 100
1960 - Greansboro Z7: 2k 26 27 108
1961 —HBirmingham | 4( C 30 296 108
1962 —=Minnesols 3 22 26 0 . 4 i B

Major League Totals = L. 26 0 : - 5 258 11 £ 243
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In 1967 George retired from Major League Baseball.

Banks

Iy TOM HUNTER

Levald Sparts Writer
Georpe Banks of Pacolet has
been in professional bascelall for
11 years and 1 the painl now
whore he thinks hat may be
just about long enough

The 2-year-id Banks play-
ed triple A ball with Sealtle,
Wash,, [asl season al every po-
sition except  pilelwr,  coleher

amd centerliold. Banks broke in-
1o professional Ball with the
New Yok Yankees right alter
oraduation from 1%
in HIGT

e a5 wedeeided
season bul s thinking
hasehall .||'|f| Eoing
Banks works at
Plant here during the
} 1500,

“I've just abool lost all desice
to play,” Banks sald from his

home earlier this week, “Last
year evervihing seemed o ge
wrong and 1 jusl wanted Lo see

the seasen end.
“Jf 1 had a chance to make

e =

Jan, t'l(u:-.

* 3PAITANEURY METGIS- 1Vt i

. cj--;j X

May Hang Up Spikes

i dhe major leagues |omiuht
lry it fon't want (o § Lriple
A ball again lhough.”
Seattle s & membar
Calilornia  Angels i
amd with o new club 1
thoughl he might have o chasce
tn move up 1 alwavs seem Lo
be al fhe wreng place ol (b
wrong time [hough,” Banks =i,
U believe 1 cowld play nejor
[t"l sue ball, 1've E.ll:l".l'll R

guvs who were in the maje
and T did all right against lhem.”
Hanks believes haseball  has

changed a great deal sinee he
broke in, The bigpest difference
appears to be In the ages of Lhe
major Ieague players he said.

“It used 1o be that hadf of the
players in the big leagues wore
over S Now they'te coming up
at the ape of 18, 14 or 20 They
use to stant you ofl in elass C :
hall and lel vou wark your wi
up. MNow they've starling L
youngsters off near the top
giving them & shat at the n
ars alter o coule of ye

which hurl his aver:

ke was the victime ob Ll

this  past  seasm
win When a

slimps

i
GEORGE BAMNKS

player sers i o shamog be s

has 1o wadt ib s D caen) ied
“1'ye hasdl.ay
cage al practiee (01 hod blise-
sk,

staved i fhe

ers wi gy hand,” Bk

L doesn’L do sy asdd Lhaneh,
You just have fe owail unlil yew
el haek i 1 o

As for 1w
Banks suil
was o fnopl

rain could up the seasa.
HSametl L oon

SUImMmer Lines

rain o just all  swmmer

Tie cool climate 5 enjovible o
plav in Chough

I Aheytre woing foplay hig
lemprue baseball aul (ere they'll
need A domed  sladivm,  Rain
eould veally et them 00 ey

Lhe upcaming
id, “I'm not
ared L it ]

i
wail

Hanks
kine
might retive bt 1 don't kne

SRASOI,
really

1l just Juive I-.
comes '.I_J

sure vl
and see whit

A Former Major Leaguer

"‘5—|J-L’JI

To George Banks, Baseball Is Happiness

Hy MIKE HEMBREE
Herald-Journal Sports Writer

T George Banks, happiness is
basehall. 11
It doesp't part ¥ matter
how Fast or hew j
25 it's hs

Lads

lon leam in Lhe Spear-
Counly

Ranks, “Playing just once A

week teach Saturday) is pood, braska  State,

wnd 1 think mest of the s Carclina

IOV more  than  pla lengues bl

several times during the week mujor lrga!.ue appori
Banks is hitting K the Minnesola Tw

for the team. including s He hit at a .2

home Tuns, On def i Twins in 1962, and started the

an aimost errovless 63 season with the hig club. but
Kanks said Lhere's still a wes later optioned o

chance he could go hock o pro

Tianks
now & resident of Whitestone,
traveled the reads between ma-
Jor and minor league baseball
NPRFS
voluntary retirement list in the in the minnres,
fall of 1957,
happy at Clifton. and he's cer.
weleome there, where he
has plaved a majer role in lead-
League [or Ing the
firsl place spol,

“1 enjny playing here ™

Pacolet's pride  and

“I'd like to

sional Lal

hefore  joining  the

Now, he savs he's  he o
Jor |

Banks
the minors when

Lialk.”

ieam  to the league's

said

Ya

baseball — but he'd like a resf
gond shot at the ma
in baek fo profes

™ said Ranl
I wouldn't pu back fu \
1 would wanl 1o
ranteed 1 would play ma-

mate pote a tonr of
¢ first broke
After

inta the pro ranks.
duating Trom T‘:;cn':u{
«  with  the
wees. e lailed in the Ne-

Florida .

2 clip for dhe  said,

Forth Worth in the Pacific Coast

T.eague. The next
Banks with Atlanta,

*'Rut

up by Clew

II'IL, e I"l'\]T'“IT‘E.‘l'l\.
s-  Panks joined
i %8, but was
Spartanburg Pl
monihs

Hi_un. 3
Yark

“f liked plaving pro ball,'' he
“hui nol every day, You
have games almost every day, ed.
soom
daubleheaders slart piling up,
After awhile, vou get tired of

and pretty

1rallas-

celand and Partland.
ill at Portland in ‘A5 Banks
play  wit 35 hmne runs and was callsd

"Portland nnd Cleveland in
i and moved to Seattle in ‘67,
where he hit 209 before decid-

he Clifton tesm P
izned hy the a8
vg with two
maining in the

l?‘ o erelless grmd he f1c‘orl in pr ca

vear saw  playing almest continuously.
Minnesota, *1 pould have gone back when
the ]-mu_ut-s expanded,”  said
Banks, “hut T didn't think they
X were ready {o expand, There
nd. He was with are mot that ARy
basehall playere”

Banks is still the property of
Angel organization, and, if
he had returned during expan-
wonld ]ﬂ‘cbnh] have
been o California’s AAA Hawaii
cluh or the AA 1 Paso team.
“I've been in Hawaii before and
--{IlLin'tv-- particalarly -—lke - it
there,” said Banks. "“And the
pay in El Paso is not too good.
S0 T decided just te sit it out.
“They may need some extra
players soon, though" he add-
“Mayhe next year."

the

27




Against Greenwood Tonight

Phillies Return To Action
With A New Face In Lineup

EY GENE GRANGER

Ascistant Sporis Edilor
George Banks, who was
honored by the Spartanburg

Phillies less than two months
aga, is coming out of relirement
to play for the Western
Carolinas League club.

“We have worked out a deal
with the Angels to use George
the rest of the season,” said
Spartanburg  President-General
Manager Pat Williams, who
made the announcement
Vednesday,

Banks retired last [all afler 11
wvears of professional baseball,
The California Angels, who own
Ranks' contract, put him on the
voluntary retirement list rather
than give him his release.

Banks a third baseman will

make his debut in a Spar-
tanhurg uniform tonighl apainst
the Greenwood Braves at Duncan
Park. He will replace Ernie
Apuirre, who probably will miss
the rest of the season bacause
of military ohligations.

Bobby Malkmus, the Phillies
skipper, played apainst Banks in
the Pacific Coast League. In
three seasons at Portland,
Banks hit 20, 35 and 22 home
runs. The 29-vear-old righthand-
ed  hitter has wallopped 225
homers in 11 seasons.

“I'm real happy io get
him," said Malkmus. “I know
he can swing the bat and I have
never seen him boot a hall 1t
looks as though he will be my
regular third baseman.

“He should add zome power

Gl e e
o 5 A

Back In Action

to our lineup. He will hit (he
ball as soon ns he gets a [ew
games under his belt.”

Banks, who resides at
White Stone, was born at Pacolet
Mills. He was graduated from
Pacolet High before signing with
the Mew York Yankees, He
played in the Nebraska State,
Florida State, Carolina, Norhern
and Eastern leagues before gell-
ing a major league shot with the
Minnesota Twins. ! :

He batted .252 for the Twins
in 1962, He started the 1963
season with the Twins, but was
aptioned to Dallas-Forth Worth
al the PCL. In 1964 he was with
Atlanta, Minnesota, Cleveland
and Portland,

Banks was called up by
Cleveland  after  hitting 35
homers for Portland in 1965, He
was with bath clubs in 10656, He
hit 239 last season for Seattle
of the PCL.

Banks was slgoed In time to
play Wednesday night al Green-
wood. "But rain washed oot the
game between two of the top
three clubs tied for the WCL
lead.

The Fhillies have played only
one league game since July 2.
They were idled by rain July
35, beat Greenville 41 last
Saturday, lost by a forfeft Sun-
day, played host to the All-Stars
Monday, had an off day Tuesday
“and "TosT. T thé rain  apain
Wednesday.

The Wednesday rainout at
Greenwnod will be made up as
part of a doubleheader August
5. The Phillies held a warkout
Wednesday afternoon at Wofford
College.

Gordy Knutson (5-2) will pitch
for the Phillies tonight. He will
be oppased by Greenwood’s Rick
Keester (001, a hard throwing
righthander just out of TCLA.
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Poge 22—Spartanburg Herald, Thursday, July 11, 1968

Leslie
Timms

Herald-Journal Sports Editor

= Banks Can Play At Home

ﬁ" George Banks wiil finally be getiing a chance lo
perform before the home folks. The veteran baseball
player from Pacolet signed a contract with the Epar-
tanburg Phillies Wednesday and will be playing here
for the remalinder of the season.

Banks. who has played In the major leagues with
the Twins and Indians, retlred from baseball this
spring after spending most of the previous four seasons

Jh Class AAA ball in the Pacific Coast League.

™ With expansion coming in the major leanes next

ti¥ear most observers had fignred that Banks and Mike

GPage, another Sparianburg County veteran who retired

Nuring the winter monihs, would have a good chance

Uxt playing with an expansion club.
vs Page retu rned to the Atlanta Braves organization
“#nd now is with the Braves big league team. "I haven’t

@:1ked to Mike since last winter,”” George said Wednes-
day. “But his situation didn’t have anything to do with

“fhe changing my mind."” :

"+ The fact that he would have a chance lo play

E_bl!!fﬂff! the home {olks, and the fact that he can keep
“fis job with the Kohler Co., were the two big reasons.

uﬁ' Not Thinking Of Expansion

%= “T'm not thinking about playing next year,” he
Aontinued. ““The expansion didn’t have anything to do

Axith me deciding to go back and play.”
s  Thn famt that Ranke likes baseball would have to
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<be obvions because a man doesn’t spend 10 years doing
®omething he doesn't like to do. -
<+ “I'm just going back and play the few weeks they
Have left in the season at Spartanburg and see how
things go. If T can’t hit the ball I'm definitely through
sfter this year,” he continued.
.. George was with the Twins in 1862 and 63 and with
4he Twins and Indians for a few games in the 1964
&pason. He played In a total of eight games In 1065
mnd 66 with the Indians before going back to the minor
Jeagues,
.- “The last couple of years I secemed like I was going
downhill,” he continued. 'T wasn't hitting the ball well,
I was playing several different positions and I don’t
. ¥now whether that was the reason I wasn't hitting or
' not,” he said, talking of the vears spent at Portland
and Seattle, where he hit 254 and .239.

No More 3,000 Mile Trips

i George has no ldea of getting his hopes up aboul
' another trip to the big leagues with an expansion club.
: “I gave this a lot of thought before deciding to play
i With the Phillles,” continued George.

222 “My boss is a big basehall fan and he is lelling
-me work things out so that I can still work full time.
If it weren't for that I wouldn’f be going back te play.

“Seems like every year it's meant going 3,000
miles away frem here to play ball, having to pack
up everything and go. I just didn't want to have to
do that this year,” continued George. RSP R

Banks, who was a standout athlete at Pacolet Ffgh
School, graduating In 1857, has been Keeping In shape
by playing with the Clifton tcam in the Twin County
League here this year.

“I'm in pretty good shape right now,” he continued.
“I'wve been throwing a lot of batting practice and in
a few davs I should be able to get my liming down
and my arm in good shape.”

George is looking forward to his new opportunity
tn get paid for playing ball. He s a big favorite among
the loeal fans and this will be the {irst time they have
had a chance to see him perform In a good many
vears. You get the feeling that means a lot to George.

Phillies Manager Bobby Malkmus, who played
against Banks In the Pacific Coast League, was over-
joved at getting the deal worked ont. “I think we can
find a place for him to play,"” Malkmus langhed, noting
the understatement.

Maybe fate will smile on Banks as il has on Page
with another trip o the blg leagues after next year.
“I'm not getting my hopes up, though,”” he added with
the tone of a man who is just happy to be able to
isl:uf:m'.l a baseball season at home and still enjoy play-
ng.
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In November, 1958 George’s parents received this letter from Topps.

TOPPS CHEWING GUM

weBEPFPAR

554-86+:+ STREET. BROOKLYN 32 ,"Bﬂzﬂokaﬁ NEW YORK rewcensnz SOUTH 8-8800
el |

\
% November 10, 1958

Mr. Lee Banks
Pacolet Mills
South Carolina

RE: TOPPS CHEWING GUM AGEEEMENT
WITH ¥OUR SON  George E. Banks

Dear Sixt:

We're pleased to tell you that your som has signad the attached
Agresment for the use of his picture and biography ia our amual
TOPPS BASEBALL PICTURE CAED SERIES. :

In the event that you are not familiar with our Series, which is
cherished by American youngsters throughout the nation, I am encliosing
a few of the cards which were part of our 1553 edition.

Since he is under 21 years of age, in order to complete the Agreement
it is necessary that you give your comsent. IT would be appreciated
if you would be good enough to ¥ead the Agresment over carefully and
indicate your comsent by affixing your signature to tie left of your
‘son’z,

Please note that this ic the very saws Agrzement which we have in
effecr with all of the Major League Stars, without exception,

For your convenience, I am encloasing a postage-pald envelope in
which you can return the signed release.

Your prompt cooperation will be sincerely appreciated,
Sincexely,
TOPPS CHEWING GULL

Ingorpoyated

Sy Berger
SB:FC e
Enc.
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Tragically, George contracted Lou Gehrig's disease, also known as amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) while still young. He passed away in 1985.
Ironically, this disease is named after the famous New York Yankees first
baseman who also died from this disease in 1941.

George Edward Banks -2 finda [rave

BIRTH 24 Sep 1938
Pacolet Mills, Spartanburg County, South Carolina, USA

1 Mar 1985 (aged 46)
Spartanburg, Spartanburg County, South Carolina, USA

BURIAL Pacolet Memorial Gardens
Pacolet, Spartanburg County, South Carolina, USA qug Map

MEMORIAL ID 13663049 - View Source

Major League Baseball Player. The third baseman-outfielder played for the Minnesota Twins (1962 to
1964) and Cleveland Indians (1964 to 1966). The right-handed batter hit.252 in 63 games during his
rookie season, The Twins traded him with pitcher Lee Stange on June 15, 1964 to the Indians for
pitcher Mudcat Grant. The right-handed hitter's five-year totals were .219 with nine homers and 27
runs batted in. He was 7 for 43 (.163) as a pinch hitter.

Family Members

Parents

= Lee H Banks
1907-1999

= Viola P Banks
= 1913-1979
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25" Memorial Walk

Walk to
Defeat ALS

Thu Bl A i

. 5 T

TWINS

Registration for this event is free. Donations only,
Donations can be made at the Walk on Saturdiy.
Please make checks payable to:

“The ALS Association™
clo Billy Gossett

115 Providence Road
Spartanburg, SC 29302

T-shirts available for sale at the start and finish.

Softball game at the park after the walk ...

Lots of fun for the entire family!!

Food, drinks and “Strike Out ALS" wristbands 1o be sold
at the park following the walk, “The Palisades " will be
playing at the ball field from 11:30am-1:30pm.

Please dress appropriately in comfortable clothing and
good walking shoes. Don't forget sunscreen and water.

The Beacon Lighthouse Fish Camp Bi-Lo Food Lion
W & W Woodworking Spartan Custom

m
Return to Pacolet Mills Baseball

Thanks 10 Our sponsors g
L

Return to the Pacolet Memories Home Page

33


baseball.html
index.html

